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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR 
450 110th Ave NE., P.O. BOX 90012 
BELLEVUE, WA 98009-9012 

 

 

 

 OPTIONAL DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE (DNS) NOTICE MATERIALS 

 

 
The attached materials are being sent to you pursuant to the requirements for the Optional DNS 

Process (WAC 197-11-355).  A DNS on the attached proposal is likely.  This may be the only 

opportunity to comment on environmental impacts of the proposal.  Mitigation measures from standard 

codes will apply.  Project review may require mitigation regardless of whether an EIS is prepared.   A 

copy of the subsequent threshold determination for this proposal may be obtained upon request. 

File No.  19-109266-LM   
 
Project Name/Address: Telecommunications Code Amendments /City-Wide 
    
Planner:    Reilly Pittman      
   
Phone Number:   425-452-4350      
 

Minimum Comment Period:  April 11, 2019   
 
Materials included in this Notice: 
 

 Blue Bulletin 

 Checklist 

 Vicinity Map 

 Plans 

 Other:   

 
OTHERS TO RECEIVE THIS DOCUMENT:  

 State Department of Fish and Wildlife / Sterwart.Reinbold@dfw.gov; Christa.Heller@dfw.wa.gov;  
 State Department of Ecology, Shoreline Planner N.W. Region / Jobu461@ecy.wa.gov; sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov   
 Army Corps of Engineers Susan.M.Powell@nws02.usace.army.mil  
 Attorney General  ecyolyef@atg.wa.gov  

 Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Karen.Walter@muckleshoot.nsn.us; Fisheries.fileroom@muckleshoot.nsn.us  
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D. Supplemental Sheet For Nonproject Actions [help] 

(IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO USE THIS SHEET FOR PROJECT ACTIONS) 
 
Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction  
with the list of the elements of the environment. 
 
When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of activities likely to 
result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or at a faster rate than if the 
proposal were not implemented.  Respond briefly and in general terms. 
 
 
1.  How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; pro- 
duction, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise? 
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 Bellevue 

City Code (BCC), are not anticipated to substantially increase 

discharges to water, air emissions, production, storage or releasing 

toxic or hazardous substances; or produce noise in excess of levels 

provided in chapter 9.18 BCC.  The amendments represent provisions in 

how Small Wireless Facilities (SWF), specifically Purpose-built 

Poles, may be implemented as provided by FCC regulations and 

consistent with adopted codes and policies when co-location on a City 

or utility pole is not deemed feasible. 

 
 Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are: 

Amendments include applicable references for compliance with 

other federal, state, and City laws, codes, policies and 

regulations.  Further, as noted additional permit applications 

may be required to evaluate impacts and related mitigation 

measures. 

 
2.  How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life? 
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 BCC, 

should not have adverse effect upon plants, animals, fish or marine 

life.  If adopted by Ordinance, the proposed code requires separate 

permit applications to be filed with the City in accordance with 

federal, state, and city laws, codes, policies and regulations. 

 
 Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are: 

Existing code and the proposed amendments encourage tree and 

tree canopy preservation.  Tree canopy plays a critical role in 

the preservation of the natural environment.  As provided in the 

proposed amendments a separate review and permit approvals is 

required if facilities are proposed within critical areas or 

shoreline limits to further ensure mitigation of potential 

effects upon animals, fish or other marine life. 

 
3.   How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources? 
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 BCC, 

should not have adverse impact to energy or other natural resources.  

The U.S. Department of Energy established a Low-Cost Wireless 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sepa/ChecklistGuidance.html#SupplementalSheet
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Metering Challenge to encourage implementing energy efficiency 

measures to reduce resource usage and costs.  Code amendments further 

support advancement and implementation in 4G and 5G wireless 

networks, which overall have a higher energy efficiency than micro 

tower systems. Electrical services to the proposed networks would be 

provided through Puget Sound Energy (PSE), in accordance with their 

Franchise Agreement with the City and operation and administration 

under the Washington Utilities Transportation Commission (WUTC).    

 
 Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are: 

Amendments include applicable references compliance with other 

federal, state, and City laws, codes, policies and regulations 

including the City’s PSE Franchise Agreement and PSE’s 

administration under the WUTC. 

 
4.  How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or  
areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks,  
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or  
cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands? 
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 BCC, have 

no direct affect to sensitive areas or threatened or endangered 

species or historic or cultural resources, wetlands or floodplains, 

as they do not represent a site specific or project specific 

improvement.  Any project specific or improvement would subsequently 

be reviewed to assess potential impacts and associated mitigation if 

impacts are identified through other related permit actions and 

conditions. 

 
 Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are: 

Evaluate pole spacing, limit pole heights, require offsets to 

minimize potential impact upon historic or cultural sites, 

wetlands and floodplains. Encourage carriers to evaluate other 

permissible locations within right-of-way or explore other 

viable alternatives. 

5.  How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it  
would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans? 
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 BCC, have 

no direct affect to sensitive areas or lands or encouraging 

incompatible uses with existing adopted plans. 

 
Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are: 
As provided in the proposed amendments all proposed projects or 

site specific improvements would be required to be reviewed if 

located within sensitive areas or lands to ensure compatibility 

and minimize potential impacts.  Further, conduct a full 

evaluation of criteria to determine feasibility for co-location 

to mitigate need for Purpose-built Poles. Encourage carriers to 

evaluate other permissible locations within right-of-way or 

explore other viable alternatives. 
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6.  How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public 
services and utilities? 
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 BCC, which 

are applicable to City right-of-way should not likely increase 

demands upon transportation systems.  They will likely reflect an 

increase in services for data/telecommunications, including improved 

accessibility to both private and public use.  The code provisions 

allow further implementation of 4G and for 5G network systems,  

increasing overall density within networks and overall services to 

residents, businesses and public services.  Increasing network 

accessibility and services are in alignment with Smart City 

initiatives. The proposed provisions for Purpose-Built poles are 

specific when co-location on a City or Utility pole is not 

substantially feasible. 

 
 
 Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are: 

Encourage carriers to evaluate other permissible locations 

within right-of-way or explore other viable alternatives. 

 
7.  Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or 
requirements for the protection of the environment.  
The proposed Telecommunication amendments to 6.02 and 6.08 BCC 

include appliciable references and require compliance with other 

federal, state, and City laws, codes, policies and regulations. 
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